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Because our conferences are confidential to maintain privacy and allow
parents to talk freely about their journeys with CDH, we only allow members
of CDH International to attend. This is also to keep our members safe and
medical information private. 

This year, because our conference is virtual, all who fill out the conference
registration will become automatic official members of the charity.   As also,
membership is free at CDH International and this year, our conference is as
well.

While we are trying to hard to stay true to our normal conference agendas,
we are adapting as much as the rest of the world is during this pandemic.   It is
our hope that by hoping our conference virtually, we can include many more
families who otherwise would not be able to attend if it were a normal event
in person.

We also welcome researchers and ACDHO charities.

To register for the 2021 CDH Conference, please go to www.cdhconference.org

WelcomeS
You
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Expect to learn a lot about Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia!
Our guest speakers are always the best in their fields, bringing us new
information every year
ALL CDH families are welcome to attend!   This includes families of
survivors, grieving families and expectant families.
Our conferences include family introductions, round-table discussions,
research guest lectures, Q&A sessions and much more! 
Each conference usually runs for 3 half-days; CDH Research Day, CDH
Awareness Day and CDH Support Day but will be adjusted this year
CHERUBS conferences are planned to be educational, supportive and
affordable
Meet new friends, see old friends and participate in research for various
hospitals
We take photos, we videotape intros and lectures but we ALWAYS respect
member confidentiality and privacy
We have a Parade of Cherubs at every conference and will not be able to do
so this year virtually but if you have wings, wear them!
No Balloon release this year but if you have them, use them!
We have a pizza party on the first night of every conference. - this year is it
virtual
Kid's get a chance to learn the CDH kids song and perform on the last day
of the conference. • CHERUBS does not charge a conference fee. • 
For safety and privacy of our members, you MUST be a member of CDHi to
attend. 

About the CDH Conference:
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28

6:00 pm EST Welcome and Opening Remarks -

Dawn Ireland, CDH President
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Those who purchased Conference boxes will have pizza kits mailed to them.  Everyone

else, please provide your own pizza

The whole family can join in!

We will ask everyone to introduce yourselves and share your story - but it is not required

that you do so if you don't feel comfortable

Each Introduction must be less than 5 minutes to give everyone a turn

ALL families are welcome!

Make sure to have tissue handy as we do cry sometimes... but we laugh too!

Wear your conference shirt if you have them!

The Virtual Pizza Party!

6:15 pm EST Family Introductions



Research Day
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We are excited to include many researchers at this year's event.   Please note the following

rules:

These speeches are for informational purposes only and may or may not pertain to your child's

medical experiences.  Please know that whatever the researchers say, what info that they

give is not to sway anyone's choices, guilt anyone for making different choices or make you

question anything other current research.  We do the best we can with the knowledge we

have at any given time in both research and parenting.  We are all learning.  

Please wait to ask questions until the end of each speech.

The doctors cannot answer personal medical questions or give you medical advice unless they

are your doctor's surgeon.   You may ask in general questions, but not for medical advice for

your child.  They do not have your child's full medical history or chart and it would be unethical

to give you advice of any medical nature in a public forum without proper information.

All contact information for research will be available for you if you would like to participate in

any research.  Please, join them all!



THURSDAY, APRIL 29

11:00 am EST Welcome and Opening Remarks

11:15 am EST Dr. Matt Harting - Univerity of Texas, Houston

Dr Tim Jancelewicz - Le Bonheur Children's Hospital

CDH Study Group

12:00 pm EST Dr. Mahmaud El Fiky

Cairo University

Global Initiative for Children's Surgery

The World Federation of Associations of Pediatric Surgeons

1:00 pm EST Dr. Roya Farhadi MD

Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Sari, Iran

2:15 pm EST Julia Wynn, MS

CARE for Kids / DHREAMS 

APRIL 28-30, 2021
WWW.CDHCONFERENCE.ORG

12:30 pm EST Dawn Ireland, President

Jason Miller, CDH Registry Administrator

CDH International

1:30 pm EST Dr. Augusto Zani, Lina Antounians and Zani Lab

University of Toronto, Sick Kids Hospital

3:00 pm EST Dr Frances High

Massachusetts General Hospital

Boston Children's Hospital

3:30 pm EST Dr Daryl Scott, Dr. Yoel Gofin, Tiana Scott

Baylor College of Medicine

4:00 pm EST Dr. Gabrielle Kardon

University of Utah

4:30 pm EST Kristin Aigner, RN, BSN  

OSF St. Francis Medical Center

5:00 pm EST Dr. Richard Keijzer

University of Manitoba

5:30 pm EST Live Q&A

Closing Remarks



Support and Awareness Day
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The journey of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia is hard on every family.  It's

overwhelming, terrifying, heart breaking and so confusing.  It understandable how many

develop PTSD because of CDH and at CDH International, we take a whole family

approach to support.  

Today, as we discuss both CDH Awareness and Support, we will discuss ways to work

together and also we will talk about coping with CDH.

The Round Tables are a favorite at our Conferences.   To many, it's the best part of the

event as they can confidentially and openly share experiences in a non-judgmental

environment.

We have just one rule today at the CDH Conference....

What is said at the CDHi Conference, stays at the CDHi

Conference.

Please do not share anything said in confidence at the Round Tables.  



FRIDAY, APRIL 30

11:00 am EST Opening Remarks

Dawn Ireland

11:10 am EST Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness

Mellissa Reaves

12:00 pm EST Volunteering at CDH International

Tracy Meats

12:40 pm EST Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Support

Tracy Meats
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12:20 pm EST Fundraising at CDH International

Nicolle Colvin

4:30 pm EST Socializing

5:00 pm EST Closing Remarks

6:00 pm EST CDH Concert (on our Facebook page)

1:00 pm EST Round Table Session 1

Feeding and GI Issues

Dealing with Family and Friends

How Do We Pick Up the Pieces?  (grieving families only)

Survivors Only Group (13 and older)

3:30 pm EST Round Table Session 3

Marriage and Relationship Issues

Behavioral Issues

Can we ever put CDH behind us?

What CDH has taught us personally

2:30 pm EST Round Table Session 2

PTSD

Behavioral and IEP Issues

Self Advocating 

Ways to Honor our Children (grieving families)

11:30 am EST The Importance of Advocating Together

Nadia Bodkin, Rare Advocacy Movemetn



VENDOR HALL
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CDH International is a proud founding member of

ACDHO, a chartered group of Congenital

Diaphragmatic Hernia charities founded in 2012 to

work together, support patient families, raise global

awareness, participate in research and promote a

positive, non-competitive CDH community.

Each member organization of ACDHO provides

different services and projects that complement the

CDH community and all organizations fully support

each other.

As such, we invited all members of ACDHO to

promote their organizations to attend this

conference, open it up to their members and promote

their organizations in our Vendor Hall.  

If you would like to learn more about the Association

of Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Organizations,

please visit:

www.acdho.org



2021 CDH Concert
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Jason Adamo Duo

Suzanne Simone (CDH survivor!)

Anthony Rogowski

Chris Hendricks


